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Greeley West student named Presidential Scholar 
 

Andra Turner, a senior at Greeley West High School, has been named a U.S. Presidential Scholar, one 
of two students in the state of Colorado to receive this honor. 
 
The U.S. Presidential Scholar program is administered by the U.S. Department of Education. Each 
year the White House Commission on Presidential Scholars, appointed by President Obama, selects 
students based on their academic success, essays, school evaluations and transcripts, as well as 
evidence of community service, leadership, and demonstrated commitment to high ideals.  
 
Of the 3 million students expected to graduate from high school this year, more than 4,300 candidates 
qualified for a 2015 award determined by outstanding performance on the College Board SAT and 
ACT exams, and through nominations made by chief state school officers or through the National 
YoungArts Foundation’s nationwide YoungArts™ competition. 
 
Andra may be the first Greeley-Evans School District 6 student to have ever been named a U.S. 
Presidential Scholar, according to records on the program’s website dating back to 2003. She said she 
was eating lunch at Greeley West High School Tuesday when she got the news. 
 
“I actually screamed a little bit,” Andra said.” I am pretty humbled and proud they would choose me. 
There are so many students who do amazing things. I am really excited to go to Washington and take 
part in the program.” 
 
“We are very proud of Andra and all she has accomplished to receive this prestigious award,” said 
Interim Superintendent Wayne Eads. “She has shown tremendous initiative, motivation and an 
incredible work ethic. This will be an once-in-a-lifetime experience for Andra. We know she will 
accomplish many great things.” 
 
U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan said the Presidential Scholars represent an elite group of high 
school students that set the standard for academic and artistic achievement. 
 
“Presidential Scholars demonstrate the accomplishments that can be made when students challenge 
themselves, set the highest standards, and commit themselves to excellence,” Duncan said. “These 
scholars are poised to make their mark on our nation in every field imaginable: the arts and 
humanities, science and technology, law and medicine, business and finance, education and 
government—to name a few.” 
 
This year’s U.S. Presidential Scholars are comprised of one young man and one young woman from 



 
 
each state, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico, and from U.S. families living abroad, as well as 
15 chosen at-large and 20 U.S. Presidential Scholars in the Arts.  The program was created in 1964 
and has honored almost 7,000 of the nation’s top-performing students with the prestigious award 
presented to honorees during the annual ceremony in Washington, D.C. The program was expanded 
in 1979 to recognize students who demonstrate exceptional talent in the visual, literary and 
performing arts. The ceremony for scholars will be June 21, 2015. 
 
Andra has committed to attend Princeton University in the fall. She is looking at getting a double 
major in women’s studies and politics, with a post-graduate goal of attending law school. 
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